Modified extravesical ureteral reimplantation in pediatric renal transplantation: 5 years of experience.
Numerous surgical procedures have been described to reimplant the ureter into the bladder during renal transplantation. Since November 1985 we have used a modified extravesical technique in 19 children. At the time of transplantation patient age ranged from 2 to 17 years (average age 10 years). Of these patients only 2 received a cadaveric kidney. Postoperative followup ranged from 4 to 54 months (average 32 months). No immediate or delayed urological complications were noted, and all but 1 graft has continued to function. This procedure is not only expeditious and safe but it also eliminates a long cystostomy suture line and requires a short ureteral length. Urinary leakage and ureteral obstruction, 2 of the most common urological complications, have not been observed in our patients. Although further experience and longer followup are required, this technique has become our procedure of choice for ureteral reimplantation in children undergoing renal transplantation.